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Racial disparity in sentencing
[bookmark: _GoBack]Racial disparity in sentencing is not a new thing in the U.S. criminal justice system and other parts of the world. Being the most extensive criminal justice system in the world, the U.S. criminal justice system is masked with rampant racial disparity, especially towards African Americans. African Americans are more likely than white Americans to be arrested, convicted, and prosecuted for lengthy prison sentences. Blacks are 5.9 times more likely to be incarcerated than whites. There is evidence of direct racial discrimination for black Americans and Latinos in sentencing outcomes (Spohn, 2017). 
The disparities result from the more profound and systemic racial discrimination prevalent in the country (Rehavi & Starr, 2012). The problem of racial discrimination has been longstanding. Racial discrimination manifests itself in the criminal justice system. Although the constitution guarantees certain human rights such as justice and fair trials, the U.S. criminal justice system continues to violate these constitutional rights, especially to the poor, minorities and the marginalized. Racial disparity permeates every stage of the criminal justice system, starting from arrests to trial to sentencing (Spohn, 2017).
In policing, black Americans comprised 27% of all individuals arrested in the United States in 2016. This is double their share of the total population. Children made about 35% of the total juvenile arrests in that year. In short, blacks led to crimes rates in all age groups. Blacks are also more likely to be stopped and searched by the police and even more likely to be arrested compared to their white counterparts. 
African Americans also lead when it comes to sentencing. Although the blacks and Latinos comprise 29% of the U.S. population, they make up 57% of the prison population of the country. Similarly, the imprisonment rates for blacks and Hispanics are far much higher (5.9 and 3.1 times, respectively) than whites (Rehavi & Starr, 2014).  The disparities exist in both severe and less severe crimes. In the U.S., African Americans form nearly half (48%) of the 206, 000 life sentence convicts. The same case applies to other offences such as drug offences. These disparities are brought about by prosecutors and juries who are more likely to charge black people with crimes that carry heavier sentences than whites. Again, many policies disadvantage the blacks and Latinos and other poor people. According to Waller (2011), these people are more likely to be sentenced because they lack proper representation during the case hearing. Black victims of capital punishment, for example, are not adequately represented in the law because they lack resources and competent lawyers for a fair trial. With the majority of the juries in the USA being whites, the African Americans are disadvantaged. Even with the smallest population in the country (12%), African Americans have been convicted with most murders in the USA (Waller, 2011). 
In conclusion, the U.S. criminal justice system needs reforms to ensure justice is served for all. This can only start with the elimination of racial discrimination in the country. Policies also need to be changed so that they do not disproportionately impact blacks. The U.S. government continues to perpetuate inequalities in clear violation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The government should be in the forefront in curbing racial discrimination that trickles down to the criminal justice system. Spohn (2017) challenges the United States to take affirmative steps to eliminate the racial disparities rampant in its criminal justice system to ensure the rights of the minorities are upheld. 
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